TO THE THIRTY YEARS' WAR

Pescara, the crown of Naples as a bribe
for desertion. Outrageous despatches on both
sides brought matters to a crisis, and on June
23, 1526, Clement plunged into the last war
undertaken by a Pope on behalf of Italian
independence.

It is hard to condemn and difficult to
excuse a policy as unfortunate as it was tor-
tuous. The Pope did not see that he was-
tying the Emperor's hands, thereby assisting
Luther and the Protestant revolt. But
Charles, deeply exasperated, and as it were
struck with madness, himself became the
^author of a series of events which have left on
his memory an indelible stain. To his envoy,
Moncada, he suggested that the Colonnay
headed by their unspeakable Cardinal Pompeo,
should assail Clement in Rome. To the
Lutherans he sent a message that they were
wanted against the Turk, and they would
know what Turk he meant. On September
19, 1526, his first charge was executed.
Spaniards and Colonnesi rode in through the
Lateran Gate. Next morning Clement fled
into St. Angelo ; the Vatican was plundered,
St. Peter's horribly desecrated, and the Pope's
life threatened. Under compulsion he par-
doned the Colonna, but in November out-